
Who gets what in the “state of Nature,” why, 
and who says? 

• Polanyi 

• Smith 

• Locke 

• Rousseau 

• Hobbes 

 

State of 
Nature ( 

Who  Says?  
(Power) 

Who  gets What?  
(production and 
distribution) 

Why?  
(Purpose) 

Destructive 
factors 

Remedy 

Aristotle Natural Order 
(Aristocracy) 

Function in 
natural order 
/talent 

Community 
benefit 

None, it’s  
all good 

N/A 

Hobbes Free, equal 
individuals 

 fight for scarce 
resources 

Self 
preservation 

War of all  
against all 

Social  
Contract 

Rousseau Free, equal 
individuals 

Nature provides Individual 
self 
sufficiency 

Technology 
and 
innovation 

Social  
Contract 

Locke Ditto Natural 
Law 

natural right 
 to property 

Preserve  
natural 
rights 

Money Social 
Contract 

Smith 
(state of 
nature 
N/A) 

Free, equal 
Individuals 

The market meet 
individual 
 needs 

None, its all 
good 

N/A 

Polanyi Community 
values 

Redistribution, 
reciprocity, 
generosity 

Community 
benefit 

The market Abolish 
the 
market 
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